
LOUIS V’S KINGSHIP IN AQUITAINE: THE SOURCES 

Richer of Rheims, Histories 

[Context: in III.89-90, Lothar and Hugh Capet were reconciled after their breach following the 980 

Treaty of Margut. In III.91, with Hugh Capet’s agreement, Lothar’s son Louis V was crowned co-king at 

Compiègne at Pentecost by Archbishop Adalbero of Rheims. Hereafter Richer:] 

III.92: Louis’ additional elevation as king of Aquitaine, and his marriage. 

Whilst [Hugh Capet] was heavily engaged in this business [i.e. finding Louis V a sub-kingdom of his 

own], certain other very cunning people discovered it, and since they wanted to grab the glory of such 

a thing for themselves, they approached Queen Emma [Lothar’s wife] and said that they had come to 

consult with her on a tremendously important matter. Received by the queen, they said that the best 

option seemed to them to be that Adelaide, former wife of the recently deceased Raymond, duke of 

the Goths*, should be joined to King Louis in marriage. After he had returned the most fortified 

strongholds to his rightful control by right of the wife he had taken, not merely would he increase the 

power of his rule, but also he could acquire no few advantages, and what is more it would be made 

possible for him to place under his role the whole of Aquitaine and Gothia as well. Moreover, in this 

matter could be secured a great and useful thing: if the father were placed here and the son there, 

the duke and other enemies would be squeezed in the middle and perpetually hemmed in.  

III.93: After this plan was suggested to the king, it was fixed with Count Geoffrey [Grisegonelle of 

Anjou, Adelaide’s brother], who was present. Everything was prepared without the duke knowing. 

After he found out about this, so that he would not provoke a quarrel with the kings he hid his offence 

and did not oppose it at all. Meanwhile, having gathered the princes of the realm, the royal host was 

organised, the royal banners brought out, lots of provisions prepared and put in wagons. When this 

was done, both kings and a great host set forth towards Aquitaine, and came to the castle of Vieille-

Brioude.  

III.94: The elevation of Adelaide to queen of Aquitaine, and their separation. 

They were received by Adelaide with great pomp, and on the appointed day, after proper accounts 

had been made and the legal dowry had been given, King Louis joined her to him in marriage, and 

elevated her, having been crowned by the bishops, to the realm with him. However, the royal name 

did not avail them such that they could exercise any dominion of rule over the princes. Furthermore, 

there was nearly no conjugal love between them, for although he was yet growing to manhood, she 

was an old woman, and they disagreed in their contrary habits. They could not endure their common 

bed. They stayed in different lodgings. If they needed to talk, they did so in the open air. A short speech 

sufficed instead of extended discussions. And it was like this for them for nearly two years. Eventually 

their habits became so different that not long afterwards they separated.  

III.95: Because Louis had no instructor to shape his character, like a youth he pursued futile and trifling 

things. He completely changed the habitual clothes of his father’s people for foreign garb, And so, 

things fell apart completely into a sorry state of affairs, such that he became inglorious, inferior to his 

ancestors in his habits and without any power to rule. He who had a short time before been a king 

powerful from ancestry, reputation and resources was now wretched and poor, was now neglected 

through the disasters he had undergone in both personal and military affairs. King Lothar, after many 

people had learned this, thought to recall his son from there, being not unaware that he had lapsed 

into a worse condition since he held none of the honour of the royal dignity there. And so, he prepared 

a host and sought out his son. Entering Aquitaine, he sought out Brioude. He reclaimed and brought 



back his son. The queen, sorrowing over losing her husband, and fearing loss from further setbacks, 

approached William of Arles, and married him. And thus from separation was public adultery 

perpetrated.  

 

*Don’t even ask who he’s supposed to be; we’ll get into it in a subsequent blog post… 

 

Ralph Glaber, Histories, 1.iii(7) 

[Lothar] begat a sone named Louis, whom he established as king as a young adult in order that he 

might reign after him, and he also married him to a wife from Aquitanian parts. She, seeing that the 

youth was not as diligent as his father, since she was tricksy, chose to carry out a separation. She gave 

him the false advice that they should return together to the province from whence she had come – in 

order, that is, to subdue it to them by hereditary right. He, not knowing the woman’s cunning, 

prepared to go where he had been told. When they came there, the woman left him and kept to her 

own. When this was told to his father, he went after his son and brought him back.  

  

Adhemar, Chronicle 

III.30: King Lothar came to Limoges, and passed a little time in Aquitaine. When he went back, he was 

poisoned by his adulterous queen. He left a son, Louis, who only outlived him by one year, and he was 

murdered by his wife, named Blanche, with a sorcerous draught.  

 

Adhemar, Commemoratio  

In [Abbot Wigo of Saint-Martial’s] tenth year [i.e. 984], King Lothar came to Limoges, and commanded 

the abbot to build walls for the castle. Returning to Francia, he died a few days later and his offspring 

were thereafter deprived of the realm.  

 

Annales S. Germani Minores 

980: In this year Duke Hugh brought Louis, son of King Lothar, back from Aquitaine. 

 

D Lo no. 49 

In the name of the holy and indivisible Trinity. Lothar, by bestowal of divine clemency king of the 

Franks. Let the skill of all the followers of God’s holy Church and Us know that Sunifred, venerable 

abbot of Santa Maria di Ripoll, approaching the court of Our Serenity…  

Enacted at the estate of Parentignat, sited in the county of Auvergne below the castle of Usson, in the 

year of the Lord’s Incarnation 982, in the 29th year of the reign of lord Lothar.  

 

 



D Lo no. 50 

In the name of the holy and indivisible Trinity. Lothar, by favour of divine clemency king of the Franks. 

Let the skill of all the followers of God’s holy Church and Us know that Ildesind, venerable bishop of 

Elne and abbot of the monastery of St Peter, prince of the apostles, at Rodas, approached the court 

of Our Serenity, by the intervention of Our beloved wife Emma…  

Enacted at the estate of Boussac, sited in the county of Auvergne on the river Allier, in the year of the 

Lord’s Incarnation 982, in the 29th year of the reign of lord Lothar. 

 

Chartes de Saint-Benoit-sur-Loire 68 

Enacted publicly at Fleury… Given on the 17th kalends of November, in the 28th year of King Lothar and 

the first of his son Louis. 
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